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Late in Julymy Aunt Mary (Mrs. John B. Billings) arrived from Cambridge 1o join in a iong anticipated journsgy 1o Min-
metonka. Soon affer sunrise, with all on board, the cammo-:imus mree~seatﬂd wagon drawn by three stalwart
horses started to the southwest along the Excelsior Road. Lake of the tsies, Cedar Lake and Lake Caltioun were
shrpuded in the mist of dawn. Beyond were hroad fields of gram past - and straw barns, then ten miles of undu-
lating open country fields covered with shrubs and red oaks, & broad tamarack swamp, more hills and valley, heav-
ily timbered with hasswood and sugar maple and as the road topped the highest hill we couid see the biue water of

Minnetonka spread out irregutarly through the Bigsby woods.

in the next valiey the road crossed a wooden bridge over turbulent brook, skired & conical hill, dedicated to the
dead, and passed through Excelsior, a small settlement surrounded by hills and lakes, with a brook crossing the:
principal street. Then we passed into the forest of giant maples, for which ten years later my Mother -hose the
name ot Manitou Forest, skirted the shore and reached our destination, a iarge hotei with three iockout iowers
from which the lake was visible in every direction. A broad woodland park bordered by gardens of brilliant flowers
Jead to the waterfront with its docks, bathhouse, boathouse, and a large fleet of rowboats. My sister and | hunted
for Chameleons on the narrow beach, and were fascinated by the approach of a small white steamer with black

. funne! and a stack which quietly docked. To windward of a black green deck sailboat with white topless and mains

‘We would like to thank Mr. Shank for his contribution.

are holsted which listlessly tugged at her painter. As we were reading their names, Saucy Kate and Bussie Bell, a
large white stern wheeler, docked, pushed out her gangplank, unipaded her passengers and carge. Rested gquietly
save for an occasional atmost human sigh, then with ringing of bells hurried outbound, defermined to dock impres-
sively elsewhere. Against the peace of this wiiderness lay except for the faint sounds of the harmonious whistie of

Hatiie May approaching distance forth.

Later infhe moming orchestral music drew up back to-the hotel and o Iunch in a bright spacious room, on emacu-
{ate linen covered tables by negro waiters who seemed particuiarly biack because of their white uniforms. After
Junch as the guests strolied aboui the long piazza, mother detected the accept and manners of the South and was
not surprised o lzarn of the group of the Virginians. One was distinguished Generat of the C-confederat Army, Gen-
erai Rosser. Late in the afternoon Hattie May, her upper deck filled with passengers, and Saugy Katfe enlivened the
walk front on their homebound passage. Of greater inferest was the boat of fisherman, hiappy in their days patch,

crappies, bass and pickere! and dilating upon the impressive beauty of the wooded islands and shores of the Upper
Lake. Itis all soon that our commodious wagon made its appearance, but our tiomebound journey was de“lightful
as the refreshed horses casting Iong shadows ahead spread through the cooi of the evening. Past Emeismr viliage
of takes, over hiii and dale and piams. luminated by a brilliant sunset uniii In e twiligi came fo pur home on the

biuffs.

We will share the second part in our next ietier.

tiembers, if you would like maonthly e-mail notices of Deephaven Historical Society Meeiings and evenis, please
1et us know. Either e-mail: bookbob@aol.com, write to DHS @ Deephaven City Hall, or call Bob at 474-724E and

ieave your e-mail agddress.

We are interested in locating iongime Deephaven citizens who have memones reiating to Iifé 1n Deephaven bemre
of during World War 11, if you br afiyone you know have stories or artifacts from t‘nts period please tall Bob Geﬁlcher

at 982-4T74-T248.

Ais0, please check the Deephaven website for activities of the Historical Society at deesphaveén.org
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Take advantese of the books that are available for sale af City

Hall, they make great holiday gifts! DHS Commitiees:

Picturesque Deephaven £15.95

The Txeelsior Amusement Park $16.95 Finance Tom Anderson 952-474-3515
Life in the Early Days of Cottagewood £ 6.25 Publicity / Publ. Bob Gerlicher 952-474-724%

A Posi Card History 525.00 Museuwm Dey. Tim Alt 952-470-5889

Sunsets $50.00 & Mark Read 952-474-4091

Lake Minnetonka 1850 - 2000 $32.00 Newsletter Bill Robinsor  952-473-3130

Lake Minnetonia 1905 $20,00

The i835 Handiuok & Svaveair FiG.60

Minvetonks Yacht Club Centenmial 1882 — 1282 $1595

DHS Meeting Schednle ‘ _
DEEPHAVEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Deephaven Historical Society meet- 20225 CGTTAGEWOOD ROAD
ings are held the last Satwrday of DEEPHAVEN, MN 55331
each month at 8:30 AM at City
Hall. All members are welcome.
These meetings involve plamning
and reporting by the commitfee
ckairs, the board, and the Pregi-
dent.
Plans for the wpcoming year are
discussed as weil as decisions re-
garding the gathering and disiribu-
tion of funds.




